
 
 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Music in 
Prisons newsletter, bringing you up to date with  

its prison projects, partnership work and  
fundraising activities. 
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PROJECT ROUND-UP 

In addition to boosting confidence and providing a 
sense of wellbeing, the participants learned many 
things; how to work as a team, how to listen to each 
other and share ideas about lyrics and music, how 
to play new instruments or hone already acquired 
skills.   
 
Far from being a soft option, the projects require a 
huge amount of  discipline, hard work and bravery. 
The process of creating music and generating lyrics 
can lead to a level of emotional exposure that is 
difficult to cope with.  
 
For those in a prison environment, whose ability to 
survive the system is often linked to displays of 
‘toughness’, dealing with this exposure should not 
be underestimated.  

 
 

‘The project inspires you to do something 
positive. When you create music, you’re 

creating a bit of your self too.’  
 

Participant, HMP Brixton 
 

2009-10 saw Music in Prisons continuing to deliver 
its effective brand of creative and empowering 
music interventions to groups of men, women and 
young people across the UK prison estate. 
 
Music in Prisons’ amazing team of talented 
musicians delivered 24 projects in prisons ranging 
from HMYOI Low Newton in the North East of 
England to HMP Parc in Wales, working with 210 
participants.   
 
Over each five-day project, a cohesive band was 
formed whose members created a series of 
original songs in a range of musical genres. The 
compositions were performed at end of project gigs 
to more than 1200 audience members comprised 
of participants’ peers, family and friends, prison 
staff and other invited guests. 
 
These creative prison-based music projects often 
acted as a vital catalyst; improving the behaviour 
and self-confidence of participants whilst also 
opening doors to education, further training and 
potentially, future employment. 
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Hello…  
Music in Prisons is pleased to welcome Linda Jones as a trustee. Her previous experience as a 
Regional Offender Manager for the East Midlands region of the National Offender Management Service 
means that she brings with her a vast wealth of knowledge of the prison system, which will be extremely 
beneficial to the charity. 
 
And goodbye…  

Sadly, Louis Taylor is stepping down to pursue a new three-year 
position in Vietnam. Louis has been an integral part of Music in 
Prisons since its inception and has acted as Chairman for the past 13 
years. His commitment to and support of the charity has been 
immeasurable and he will be truly missed. All at Music in Prisons 
wish Louis and his family much luck in their exciting new adventure 
but look forward to him hopefully rejoining the team in 2013.  
 
Louis says: “It has been an absolute privilege to Chair Music in 
Prisons. The Trust has made a positive difference to the lives of 
literally thousands of people, and has developed its work and its 
reputation considerably.  
 
“While I am sorry not to be continuing as a Trustee, I will continue to 
be a resolute supporter of the Trust and all that it undertakes. I know 
it is in good hands!” 
 
Music in Prisons would also like to thank Irving David for his years of 
dedicated service as he now steps down as a trustee to pursue other 
interests. We also say goodbye and thank you to Jo Tilley-Riley , 
who after four and a half successful years as Director of Strategy & 

Funding, has now moved to a new position.  Jo has now been replaced by Victoria Samuel , who takes 
on Music in Prisons’ fundraising & PR activities. 

Making Links,  
Breaking Chains 
 
Collaborating with other UK 
agencies working in prisons is a 
key element of Music in 
Prisons’ work. Not only is it 
instrumental to project and 
organisational development, but 
the shared learning also leads 
to wider and more improved 
outcomes for participants. 

 
The  EU- funded p ro jec t  
Movable Barres however, is  
providing the charity with an 
exc i t ing  oppo r tun i t y  t o 
participate in an exchange of 
information and effective 
practice beyond the UK.  
 
This June saw Music in Prisons 
deliver its prototype music 
project to Sonder Omme 

prison in Denmark. The exercise 
enabled local practitioners to 
experience a different approach 
and to understand how the  
method can be tailored to meet 
the needs of prisons across 
Europe.   
 
The project was filmed to allow 
the learning to be shared with 
Movable Barres  project partners 
across  9 EU countries. 
 
Artistic Director, Sara Lee says: 
“This was an amazing opportunity 
to share our work with European 
colleagues, but also to observe 
how Denmark responds to, and 
highly values, its prison-based 
arts interventions.” 

 
Find further information at 

www.movablebarres.eu. 
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Stop Press :  
 
News of Music in Prisons’ work 
has reached fledgling US-based 
prison project Guitar Doors: 
Instruments of Change . 
 
Guitar Doors is the brain-child of 
Jim Svendsen, who last year 
began teaching guitar at Maine 
Correctional Centre using six 
guitars donated by UK charity 
Jail Guitar Doors. 
 
Jim is visiting the UK later this 
year to participate in a Music in 
Prisons project, with the aim of 
learning more about i ts 
techniques. The charity is 
excited to be working with Guitar 
Doors at the start of its journey.  
 
Look out for an update on this 
new partnership in the next 
issue. 

 

  

 
 



 

Could you be a Friend to Music in Prisons? 
 
In becoming a Friend of Music in Prisons you will be contributing 
to the provision of innovative and effective music projects to 
people in prison, many of whom are overwhelmingly affected by 
issues such as poor mental health and low level literacy and 
numeracy skills, among other things.  
 
While all monetary and in-kind support is helpful and appreciated, 
regular and committed giving is crucial as it enables the charity to 
plan its future work within the prison environment and the wider 
community. 
 
Just £5 per month will help to provide project participants with  
copies of a professionally recorded CD of their own music which 
they can share with friends and family. £25 per month could 
contribute towards a project leader working with 12 prisoners on a 
creative music project. 
 
If you would like to become a Friend by supporting the charity at a 
level that suits you - perhaps on a monthly, bi-monthly or even 
annual basis - please complete and return the enclosed standing 
order form. 
 
If you would prefer to set up a monthly direct debit or make a one-
off online donation, please visit the website or contact: 
victoria@musicinprisons.org.uk.  
 
Thank you to all our supporters and current Friends for their 
assistance throughout the year. 

DIARY DATES  
Friday 20th August  
Music in Prisons will be hosting an 
end of project performance at HMP 
Foston Hall near Derby. If you 
would like to attend, contact 
luke@musicinprisons.org.uk. 
 
Friday 24th September 
To attend the end of project 
performance at HMYOI Wetherby 
in Yorkshire, please contact Luke 
as above. 
 
Tuesday 28th September 
Visit the Southbank Centre for the 
Koestler Exhibition and see an 
array of exciting art created by 
individuals in UK prisons.  
 
Wednesday 29th September  
Also at the Southbank Centre, 
Music in Prisons will be joining 
other members of the Arts Alliance 
for its annual conference where we 
will be co-hosting a discussion on 
the positive outcomes of music in 
prisons. 
 
We look forward to meeting you! 

 
Do you have any fundraising ideas?  
 
On page 4, you’ll read about some of the fundraising activities organised by Music in Prisons’ supporters. 
If you need more ideas, here are some suggestions: 
 
Sponsored events 
As summer is finally here, why not take part in a sponsored activity, sporting or otherwise? A quick online 
search is bound to lead you to a suitable local running, walking, cycling or other event.  
 
Benefit gigs 
Are you a musician? You could hold a mini-Glastonbury or Proms in aid of Music in Prisons in your back 
garden or a park, or a gig in your local pub or other venue. 
 
Parties and Poker 
Planning a dinner party, a regular poker night or other activity? Perhaps you can raise funds and 
awareness in the process by charging an entry fee or donating your winnings. 
 
Music in Prisons has joined Virgin Money Giving - a website which makes it easy for you to fundraise. 
By creating an online sponsorship page, you can promote your activity and share information with friends, 
family and colleagues. Any funds raised via your page are delivered directly to Music in Prisons.  
 
Please visit  www.musicinprisons.org.uk and follow the Virgin Money Giving link.  
 
For assistance in creating your page, please contact victoria@musicinprisons.org.uk . 
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Prison facts… Did you know? 
 
 
49% of men in prison were excluded from school; 
 
71% of women in prison have no qualifications; 
 
72% of male and 70% of female prisoners suffer  
from two or more mental heath disorders.  
 
 
Bromley Briefings 2009  
 

STANDING ROOM ONLY  
Jennifer Dale and the Disley Quaker group helped to raise over £180 for Music in Prisons in June by 
hosting a musical performance at their annual open garden event. Audience members were treated to the 
sounds of Mozart’s Clarinet Quintet and asked to make donations to the charity as a token of  their 

appreciation.  
 
Jennifer says, “It was a wonderful 
opportunity to have some fun and fulfil 
a personal ambition to play this 
clarinet quintet, as well as raising 
money for a good cause.  
 
“We wanted to collect for a music 
charity, however the criminal justice 
system has long been a central 

concern for Quakers. A little online research led us to Music in Prisons. On the day the sun shone and 
lots of people came. We had a great time playing and the performance brought some extra people into 
the event. I hope we will be able to do something similar next year.”  
 
Thank you to Jennifer, the Disley Quaker group, the musicians and their generous guests.  

 

Contact Us:   
Sara Lee, Artistic Director, sara@musicinprisons.org.uk 

Victoria Samuel , Director of Fundraising & PR, victoria@musicinprisons.org.uk 
Luke Bowyer , Projects Manager, luke@musicinprisons.org.uk 

 
 
The Irene Taylor Trust ‘Music in Prisons’ 
Unit 401, Bon Marche Centre 
241-251 Ferndale Road 
London, SW9 8BJ 
Tel: 020 7733 3222 / Web: www.musicinprisons.org.uk  

 
Registered charity no. 1073105.  
Company no. 3637201  
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Fundraising News…  
 
Music in Prisons would like to thank its recent fundraisers including Revd. Susan Green  of Boston Spa 
Methodist Church who raised £478 by spending a night incarcerated in HMP Wealstun.  
 
Thanks too, to Monique Marissa Lukens of the National Association of Record Industry Professionals 
(NARIP) in the US who raised £15 via a vegan brunch. 

Do you Twitter? 
 
Social networking can be a great profile-raising 
activity for charities like Music in Prisons. If you 
are a regular Tweeter, why not spread the word 
by sharing your thoughts on the work that we do?  
 
If you are a Facebook user, please consider 
becoming a fan of the Irene Taylor Trust ‘Music in 
Prisons’ page and sharing the page with your 
Facebook friends.  

  

  
 


