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COMMENT

Passengers
now waiting

OMN the faceof it, the Government's strate-
gic plan for the railways looks like a win-
ner, More seats, mere trains, better sta.
tions and faster services: it sounds as
though the dream of a viable alternative
totravel by car and plane is about to come
true.

Ruth Eelly has promised to make the
East Coast main line a top priority for in-
vestment and improvement —and not be-
fore time.

Despite being one of only two lines that
conneets the north with the south, the
east coast route has been shamefully
starved of investment since the electrifi-
cation was declared operational by the
Queen 16 years ago.

But the long awaited upgrade may come
at a price. Ms Kelly acknowledged that sig-
nificantly higher fares will be required to
help pay for it.

In fact, fares will increase from the cur-
rent half of rail finances to around 75 per
cent by the end of 2014,

Hard pressed travellers already pay
some of the highest fares in Europe touse
crowded trains on an out-dated line.

In fact, if you have to travel to London
at short notice it is actually cheaper to
take a plane from Durham Tees Valley |

Soul sisters

As part of a
scheme to
showcase their

of inmates from the
1 region have written

songs about their
lives to be included in a display,
Women's Editor Sarah
Foster finds out more

T'S not the likeliest of settings, with differ
ent relics depicting Christ, and yet for this
ane week at least, the prison chapel has been
transformed. The quiet space within Low
Newton, the women's jail in Durham City,
hag been invaded by a band — and far from
pious-sounding hymns, the group is playing ran-

oS pop.
not be one you've heard of but it's

The song may ne
distinctive nonetheless. It's sung by several differ-  BESS

ent women, who segm at ease
while the lyrics may be simple, they're also star-
Hingly direct:
“I need 8 man, I need a man, but not just any man,
"Inaudamu.,ssfmutnm,
“So get me a man, as quick as you can.”
If they're emha.rrsase:l tr_v ﬂmrl.r frankness, the
E ey don't
scheme £ wmnmmmmwmm
in Prisons, a well-established national pro
hy The Irene Tayior Trust. Devised by Irene Tay-
lor's widower, Lord Chief Justice Peter Taylor, who
eomes from Gosforth, in Newcastle, it aims to nur-
ture inmates’ talents through the medivm of musie,
Ag pointed out by Sara Lee, who is in charge of the
procesdings, it isn't just about p
“Confidence Isam%gthahn:reasasmme

talents, two groups




